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| commend the champion Seffner Armwood
football team for a wonderful and magical run
this year. The people of Florida and
Hillsborough County are proud of you. You
have all demonstrated that hard work, perse-
verance and unity are the foundation of suc-
cess.

| applaud both Seffner Armwood and run-
ner-ups Lake Gibson’s football coaching staff
for their commitment and dedication to their
players and for proving that hard work, sports-
manship and determination pay off.

| salute the Seffner Armwood High School
students, teachers, coaches and the entire
football team on their achievement as once
again victors of the Class 4A State champion-
ship football game.
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Ojito Wilderness
Act. This bill designates the Ojito Wilderness
Study Area, an area totaling approximately
11,000 acres, as a permanent wilderness area
to be protected pursuant to the 1964 Wilder-
ness Act. The bill also provides for the pur-
chase and transfer of adjacent Bureau of Land
Management, BLM, lands, contiguous to the
established boundaries of the Pueblo of Zia,
by the Pueblo. This land, an area totaling ap-
proximately 13,000, will then be taken into
trust and held for the benefit for the Pueblo by
the Secretary of the Interior, and would subse-
quently be managed by the Pueblo in per-
petuity as wilderness.

This bipartisan, bicameral legislation is the
result of true collaboration among many peo-
ple in New Mexico. Very similar versions of
this bill were introduced, deliberated on, and
passed unanimously in both the House and
the Senate during the 108th Congress. This is
truly a compromise bill, and | look forward to
its swift passage in the House. | am proud to
say that in New Mexico most of the people |
meet recognize how vitally important it is to
protect natural areas, to encourage the sus-
tainable use of our State’s natural resources,
and to honor the role of land in the lives of
Native Americans. As this Qjito legislation
demonstrates, with creativity and cooperation
we can find mutually compatible solutions for
all of these necessities.

This proposal has been under consideration
for many years. In 1991, Manuel Lujan, the
Secretary of the Interior in the former Presi-
dent Bush’s cabinet, recommended the Ojito
area to Congress for wilderness designation.
The BLM has evaluated this area and found it
qualifies for full wilderness status and protec-
tion.

The legislation has the explicit support of
the Governor of New Mexico, the counties of
Sandoval and Bernalillo, individual members
of State government including our State Land
Commissioner Patrick Lyons, the Pueblo of
Zia and its members, the adjacent private land
owners and individuals who graze their cattle
on the land, numerous environmental groups,
mineral extraction companies in the region,
and business owners and private citizens liv-
ing and working nearby.
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The Ojito Wilderness Study Area is charac-
terized by pristine and dramatic landforms and
rock structures, and by several rare plant pop-
ulations that are indigenous to the area. This
area is also recognized for its high density of
cultural and archeological sites, including sites
that have religious significance to Pueblo Indi-
ans.

In particular, this legislation is important to
the Pueblo of Zia. The Pueblo’s reservation
lands currently lie in two noncontiguous sec-
tions. Zia has made a concerted effort over
many years to adjoin its reservation lands.
This legislation will help make this long-stand-
ing goal a reality. The Pueblo has consistently
and openly worked in cooperation with other
interested parties to reach a mutually satisfac-
tory arrangement for the protection of these
important lands as undeveloped open space
with continued public access. And, in an addi-
tional gesture of good faith, the Pueblo has
waived its sovereign immunity from suit for
matters arising under the provisions of this bill.

Considering the above, | believe this bill
does the right thing by ensuring the preserva-
tion, protection, and public accessibility of this
special area of New Mexico for future genera-
tions of Americans. Allow me to express a
special thanks to my cosponsor in the House,
Representative HEATHER WILSON, and to the
members of the New Mexico delegation in the
Senate.

———
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, every year, more high school seniors
from the 11th Congressional District trade in
varsity jackets for navy pea coats, Air Force
flight suits, and Army brass buckles than most
other districts in the country. But this is noth-
ing new—our area has repeatedly sent an
above average portion of its sons and daugh-
ters to the nation’s military academies for dec-
ades.

This fact should not come as a surprise.
The educational excellence of area schools is
well known and has long been a magnet for
families looking for the best environment in
which to raise their children. Our graduates
are skilled not only in mathematics, science,
and social studies, but also have solid back-
grounds in sports, debate teams, and other
extracurricular activities. This diverse upbring-
ing makes military academy recruiters sit up
and take note—indeed, many recruiters know
our towns and schools by hame.

Since the 1830s, Members of Congress
have enjoyed meeting, talking with, and nomi-
nating these superb young people to our mili-
tary academies. But how did this process
evolve? In 1843, when West Point was the
sole academy, Congress ratified the nomi-
nating process and became directly involved
in the makeup of our military’s leadership. This
was not an act of an imperial Congress bent
on controlling every aspect of Government.
Rather, the procedure still used today was,
and is, a further check and balance in our de-
mocracy. It was originally designed to weaken
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and divide political coloration in the officer
corps, provide geographical balance to our
armed services, and to make the officer corps
more resilient to unfettered nepotism and
handicapped European armies.

In 1854, Representative Gerritt Smith of
New York added a new component to the
academy nomination process—the academy
review board. This was the first time a Mem-
ber of Congress appointed prominent citizens
from his district to screen applicants and as-
sist with the serious duty of nominating can-
didates for academy admission. Today, | am
honored to continue this wise tradition in my
service to the 11th Congressional District.

The Academy Review Board is composed of
six local citizens who have shown exemplary
service to New Jersey, to their communities,
and to the continued excellence of education
in our area—many are veterans. Though from
diverse backgrounds and professions, they all
share a common dedication that the best
qualified and motivated graduates attend our
academies. And, as true for most volunteer
panels, their service goes largely unnoticed.

| would like to take a moment to recognize
these men and women and thank them pub-
licly for participating in this important panel.
Being on the board requires hard work and an
objective mind. Members have the responsi-
bility of interviewing upwards of 50 outstanding
high school seniors every year in the academy
review process.

The nomination process follows a general
timetable. High school seniors mail personal
information directly to the Military Academy,
the Naval Academy, the Air Force Academy,
and the Merchant Marine Academy once they
become interested in attending. Information in-
cludes academic achievement, college entry
test scores, and other activities. At this time,
they also inform my office of their desire to be
nominated.

The academies then assess the applicants,
rank them based on the data supplied, and re-
turn the files to my office with their notations.
In late November, our Academy Review Board
interviews all of the applicants over the course
of 2 days. They assess a student’s qualifica-
tions and analyze character, desire to serve,
and other talents that may be hidden on
paper.

This year the board interviewed over 40 ap-
plicants. Nominations included 10 to the Naval
Academy, 11 to the Military Academy, 4 to the
Merchant Marine Academy and 4 to the Air
Force Academy—the Coast Guard Academy
does not use the congressional nomination
process. The recommendations are then for-
warded to the academies by January 31,
where recruiters reviewed files and notified ap-
plicants and my office of their final decision on
admission.

As these highly motivated and talented
young men and women go through the acad-
emy nominating process, never let us forget
the sacrifice they are preparing to make: to
defend our country and protect our citizens.
This holds especially true at a time when our
nation is fighting the war against terrorism.
Whether it is in Afghanistan, Iraq, or other hot
spots around the world, no doubt we are con-
stantly reminded that wars are fought by the
young. And, while our military missions are
both important and dangerous, it is reassuring
to know that we continue to put America’s
best and brightest in command.
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